» *- 


I 


PROJECT'  10073  RECORD  CARD 


1.  OATI 

2.  LOCATION 

1 

12.  CONCCUStONI 

p 

Thermopolis,  Wyoming 

D Wo*  Bofloon 

10  October  1957 

Myton,  Utah  Western  U.S. 

□ Probably  BoHoon 

□ PotMbly  BoIIom 

3.  DATI*TIMI  GROUP 

4.  TYPE  OP  OESERVATION 

nnnrnx  4il5  MST 

Vi  »u«l 
0 AIi.VIm«I 

□ GfoiHid-Rodof 

O Woi  Aircroft 

O Probobty  Aircroft  ' 

□ Pes*ibly  Aircraft 

BUT  10/1104Z 

O Air*  lfi(*rc«pl  Ra4ar 

^ Wo*  Afttrofiomicoi  Fireball 

O Vm 
»CN» 

Various/military  & civilian 

□ Prebobly  Aatronooileol 
D Possibly  Aslroneinical 

7.  LENGTH  OP. ONE RVATION 

i.  NUMEER  OP  DEJECT  t 

f.  COURSE 

□ Insufficiont  Doto  for  Evoluotion 
D UnAnown 

1 to  45  deconds 

one 

w - sw 

1(1.  MliP  SUMMARY  or  UGMTtMO 

Large  brilliant  blue-white  flaming 
object  observed  in  My ton,  Utah  & other 
widely  separated  areas,  lighted  by 
Navy  and  Air  Force  pi  Vo  is  also.  The 
former  stating  that  it  narrowly  missed 
his  aircraft.  Obj  rptd  as  linving  a 
blue-® lamed'  tail. 


1 1.  COMMENTS 

This  sighting  resulted  in  creat- 
ing nation-wide  attention  to  the 
incident,  following  on  the  heels 
of  the  Satellite  launched  only  a 
few  days  before  by  the  Soviets, 
Obj  was  a rarely  seen  form  of 
meteorite,  a fireball. 
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/UNCLAS/  AISOP  163  PD  REFERENCE  MESSAGE  1902  AACS  CITE  TEXAS  52N3  47 
PD  THIS  IS  PRELIMINARY  REPORT  OF  INVESTIGATION  BYTHIS  ORGANIZATION 


MADE  AT  SITE  OBJECT  WAS  SUPPOSED  TO  HAVE  STRUCK  PD 


SEVERAL  EYEWITNESSES  IN  AREA  INDICATES  THAT  OBJECT  W 


■s. 


FIREBALL  METEOR  PD  FURTHER-OBJECT  PROBABLY  DID  NOT  STRIKE  GROUND 
CMM  INDICATIONS  TH/TT OBJECT  DISINTERGRATED  BEFORE  IMPACT  PD  COUNTY 


SHERIFFS  OF  DUCHESNE  AND 
FOR  PIECES  OF  OBJECT /ADN 
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intfTAH 

TO 


COUNTIES  NOTIFIED  TO  BE  ON  LOOKOUT 


CONTACT  THIS  ORGANIZATION  IF  ANYTHING 


FOUND  PD  ATTEMPT  BEIM4\HADE  TO  LOCATE  AND  TALK  TO  NAVY  PILOT  OF  ACFT 


NUMBER  1637  PD  RESULTS  WILL  BE  COVERED  IN  FIANL  REPORT  PD  END  OF 
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Oilia  jiASTc.li.'  UTAH  AREA.  CO. .TACT  UITH  PILOT  OF  ::AVV  AIRCRAFT 

:s-  ?i:ipoi:;ted  LocATicii  he  sau  object  strike  groi:::d  at  a-;  degrees 

• S nj.JLTj:.i  uOHTH,  1^09  DEGRESS  5'^  HinUTE.S  WEST.  lA'FORMATIOu'  PASSED 

o::to  sheriff  duchesne  county  utah  and  ke  instituted  air  and 

^^ROUoD  Si.RRCH  OF  AREA  WITH  NEGATIVE  RESULTS.  GENERAL  DESCRIPTION 
OF  onIGHTING  IN  UTAH  AREA.,  IN  FORMAT  AFR  2CS-2,  AS  FOLLOWS: 
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flas:i;-:g,  sparks,  pieces  of  object,  TL’Ri;i::G  ekd  over  e;:d,  etc. 


2.  A . LIT  UP  ROOK  3.  GEiiEHALLY  OUT  OF  AREA  3ETUEEM  KORTH  AI-: 
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EAST  C.  GEP.ERALLY  OUT  OF  AREA  EETUEEi.'  SO 
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D UEST  SAID  OBJECT 


DI  II^TRGRAED  F*  GEiJERAl^Y  FORTY  FIVE  SECONDS 


SOURCE  SAID  TWO 


A»D  OUE  HALF  HliiUTES  3.  A.  GROUKD  VISUAL  B.  HOi.’E  C.  KOT  APPLICABLE 
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4.  A . iO/11302  TO  11/11352  OCT  57  3,  NIGHT.  5.  DUCHESNE  AND 
UTAH  COUNTIES  ABOUT  TUENTY  SOURCES  INTERVIFWED  IN  AREA  BY 
BTELPHOilE  AMD  IN  PERSON'.  ALL  GAVE  GENERAL  DESCRIPTION  AS 
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INDICATED  ABOVE.  SINCE  ONLY  SOURECE  REPORTING  OBJECT  DID  NOT 
CIS  INTERGRATE  WAS  .NAVY  PILOT  AND  SINCE  .NOTHING  WAS  FOUND  IN  A.REA, 
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THIS  CRGANI2ATI0N  IS  OF  OPIN'ION  TliAT  OBJECT  DEFINITELY  WAS 


FIREBALL  METEOR  AND  DID  DISINTERGP.ATE  BEFORE  STRIKING  GROUND 


NO  FURTIiER  ACTION'  IS  CONTEMPLATED  BY  THIS  CRGAN’I2ATI0N  UNLESS 


• lilFORMATION  RECEIVED  BY  -HERIFF  OF  AREA  THAT  PIECES  OF  OBJECT  FOUND 
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2 DESCRIPTION  OF  COURSE  A CON'SEiiUS  OF  OPIMIONvWSW  B LEVEL  TO  55^BEG 
DOWN  TO  FALLING  RAPIDLY  C GAME  AS  2D  D LEVEL  TO  FALLING  E lilT  GROUN'D 
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1»  Reference  "Fire  Ball"  of  Utah,  Captain  Gregory  states: 

"The  object  was  not  the  Soviet  Satellite*  The  Soviet 
Satellite  was  near  South  Africa  at  that  tiiie  and  this 

object  was  seen  simultaneously  from  widely  separated  areas, 
attesting  to  its  great  altitude*  The  lC06th  Air  Intelli- 
gence Service  Squadron  is  investigating  because  of  public 
concern.  Investigators  arrived  at  Mii^on,  Utah  ax^ea  late 
yesterday  afternoon  (10  Oct  57)*  Incident  is  similar  to 
Pan  An^erlcan  Airways  ca^e,  which  was  identified  this  unit 
as  a "Fire  Ball"*  The  Chief,  031,  is  coming  in  this 
afternoon,  for  details.  The  PRO  is  being  kept  informed." 

Data  on  "Fire  Dali":  Official  message  from  Lowry  Flight  Service 

Center,  Lo^vry  ^''L,  Colorado  (10  Oct  - 1433^)  aTIC,  states  that 
this  object  "was  tVobably  a meteorite."  The  following  descriptive 
data  was  includea  lu  tliis  loessages  The  object  was  round  with  a tail 
200  to  3U0  yards  long,  flaming,  made  hissing  noises  which,  together 
with  explosions,  were  heard  from  the  ground.  Parts  of  matez’ial  were 
seen  falling  off*  The  flas^  and  explosions  lit  the  sky  brightly* 

It  ;/as  travelling  on  the  coarse  of  West/Jouth’^^est  * Descent  was 
estimated  at  an  angle  of  030  degrees  to  falling  rapidly.  It  either 
hit  the  ground  or  burned  out  in  8 to  12  seconds.  Observations  were 
made  by  three  B-47  aircraft  at  33*^00»  35iUDO,  and  37*000  feet 
respectively,  one  Westbound  airliner,  altitude  unknown,  and  one 
Eastbound  C-118  at  17,0G0  feet*  Time  and  date  of  sighting  was 
0911042  to  0911072  at  night,  ^rea  of  sighting  was  Grandville,  Michigan, 
and  Miton,  Utah*  Identifying  information  of  all  observers  and  all 
reports  received  second  hand  from  Senior  Controller  at  Denver  Control. 
r.eXiability  estimated  good,  particularly  on  air  sittings.  '.Veather 
was  clear  to  high  scattered  clouds  and  broken  at  the  surface.  V/ind 
was  from  the  V/est /Northwest,  varying  from  5 to  35  Itnots.  Weatberv Station 
said  comet  was  supposed  to  be  in  area.  All  reports  compare  very  well. 


2*  Reference  UFO  ove‘r  Dew  York  area  approximately  20  September: 

Two  official  reports  available  zo  Captain  Grajory  ’^eire  raC‘^.T/ad  (3  Septem 
ber  1957  And  20  September  1957;  • The  3 Sei^tember  1957"  report , from 
Conmander,  Stewart  aFB,  New  York,  identifies  the  object  seen  by  I*xs. 

housewife,  as  most  probably  Comet  "IMRaOS"  , which 
had  been  in  view  for  the  past  several  nights  from  area  of  observation. 
Description  of  object  as  follows: 


I 


* 


a.  Could  not  see  object,  just  the  tail  whjch  w&s  orange/yellow 
In  color,  approximately  one  foot  long. 

b«  Altitude  estixuited  at  20,000  to  feet,  from  the  West/ 

Northwest • 

c.  Observed  for  three  minutes.  Went  up  and  then  arced  downward 
and  faded. 

9 

d.  Time  of  observation  was  on  the  28th  of  August  at  23502  to 
23552  at  dusk. 

The  second  sighting  in  September  was  reported  by  the  Cocmiander, 

26th  Air  Division,  Roslyn  AF3,  Hoslyn,  New  York,  and  was  considered  by  ' 
the  Air  Division  Intelligence  Service  to  most  probably  be  a weather 
balloon.  It  was  obsex*ved  by  Francis  McNeill  of  Long  Island,  New  York, 

8 former  WWII  gunner  on  an  aircraft  carrier.  He  described  it  as  follows: 

a.  Hound,  twice  the  size  of  a basketball  at  arm's  length,  shiny, 
silver  or  gray,  looked  like  a ballcw:>n  but  the  speed  of  departure  was 
unusual. 


b.  He  observed  it  for  approximately  three  minutes  from  the 
ground,  the  19th  of  yeptember  at  19052.  The  object  moved  slowly  at  first, 
then  suddenly  moved  Noi  Ihwest  very  rapidly. 

e.  The  weather  at  time  of  observation  was  clear,  surface  wind 
South/Southeast,  10  knots,  increasing  to  34  knots  at  54*000  feet  from 
the  Northwest.  ■ 

COi'^iEUT:  Many  cases  are  reported  exclusively  to  the  press,  the  aF  having 

no  knowledge  until  the  press  hits  it.  We  do  not  take  cognizance 
of  any  sighting  not  reported  to  us. 

p 

3*  Reference  Soviet  Reconnaissance  Aircraft  over  6th  Fleet:  On 

3 October  1957*  d was  sent  to  AFCIN-LhI  requesting  any  photo|^aph3 
or  information  available  on  this  aircraft.  In  addition,  of 

AFCIN-4F2,  had  his  Naval  Reserve  Commander  write  directions  to  ONI 
requesting  either  photographs  or  infonmtion.  There  have  been  no  results 
to  date. 


WALTER  C.  VXTUtu^C 
Lt  Colonel,  UoAF 
iiFGIN-i|A2 
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CBTACHMliNT  b 
GROUND  0BSER7l£R  SQUADRON 
Post  Office  Box  1R3 
Casper,  Vfyonlag 


QOS 


10  October  1957 


SUBJECT!  UFOB 

TOi  Conmander 

Air  Defense  Conmand 

ATTNt  DCS/I 

Ent  Air  Force  Base 

Colorado  Springs,  Colorado 

■ 

In  accordance  with  AFR  200~2^  Par  7d,  subject  as 
12  Aug  Skf  the  following  report  la  hereby  aubraitteds 

1*  Description  of  object: 

a«  Round  in  front  flaring  wider  toward  tall 


b«  Quarter* 

c*  Ball^  white;  Tail,  blue  like  a 
yellow  mixed* 

d*  One* 
e.  Va. 

f * None • 


gas  flame  with  green  and 


, a 


1 


I 

I 


“ 1 
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^ ^ .p  ^ 
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g*  Tail  approximately  8 timea  the  diameter  of  the  ball  or  body* 
h*  None* 
i*  None* 


2*  Description  of  course  of  objects 
a*  Flash  of  light* 


b.  60®,  100®. 

c.  30®,  230®, 


1 


speed 


range 


d*  Object  flew  in  straight  line  with  occasional  lursts  of 


e*  One  observer  reported  it  disappeared  behind  a mountain 


f ♦ .Approximately  ^ ; 


* 


f 


I» 
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GOS,  Det  #U,  l*773<i  Grd  Gbsr  Sq,  dtd  10  Oct  51,  Sub.jj  UFOB 
3*  Mannar  of  obsazrationt 
A»  Ground  - rlaual* 

i 

b»  Nona • 
c • N/A* 

* 

ii.«  Tima  and  date  of  sighting  t 


&• 


, 10  Oct  57. 


b.  Might. 

5.  Locations  of  obserrers:  ^ 

a*  One  observer  was  located  at  MP  li738. 

6*  Identifying  information  of  all  observers; 

a*  Mr  H D ^arria^  Age  Unk^  529  Park  St^  Thermopolis^ 
policeman. 

7*  Weather  and  wlnds-aloft  conditions  at  time  and  place  of  sighting  i 


a.  Ha^y  dbuda,  very  thin* 


b.  SURFACE 
6,000 
10,000 
16,000 
20,000 
30,000 
50,000 
80,000 


230®  Direction 
300®  ” 

290®  ” 

290®  n 

290®  n 

290®  “ 

290®  ” 


c«  Ceiling  Unrestricted 
d*  Visibility  l5  miles  plus, 
a.  Clound  cover  lU^OOO  scattered 

f.  Thunder 8 tonns , Nona. 

g.  Other,  None. 

6 . Other  activity: 

a.  None. 


Calm 
Calm 
6 Knots 
10  •• 

22  « 

31  " 

30  « 

25  '* 


Velocity 

o 


High  and  broken. 


r 


f U-*  * 


* * * 


003,  Det  #U,  U773d  Grd  Obar  3q,  did  10  Oct  57,  dubjs  UFOB 
9.  M/A 
10  • Unkncnm* 

U«  Coamander,  Detachment  0k$  U773d  Ground  ^bser^er  Squadron 

a*  In  ray  opinion  the  cause  of  this  sighting  vas  a meteorite 

12*  None* 


CoTQr  fomlsheds 
U773d  G03 


ALFRED  T^HMITZ 
Captain,  USA? 
Commander 


ADODI-B 


1st  Xnd 


1 6 OCT  1957 


Headquarters,  Air  Defense  Command,  Ent  Air  Force  Base,  Colorado 

TO:  Commander,  Air  Technical  Intelligence  Center,  ATTN;  AB'CIN  I4EU, 

Wri^t-Patberson  Air  Force  Base,  Ohio 


